Not long ago the principal of one of the largest schools in a neighboring city went into his sloyd room where thirty boys were busily at work, and amid the din of saw and hammer his ear detected the merry whistle of a happy boy. He turned to the teacher in charge of the room and asked him if he allowed the boys to whistle while working. The teacher pondered a moment.
Not long ago the principal of one of the largest schools in a neighboring city went into his sloyd room where thirty boys were busily at work, and amid the din of saw and hammer his ear detected the merry whistle of a happy boy. He turned to the teacher in charge of the room and asked him if he allowed the boys to whistle while working. The Through it all there is required of him a certain amount of school work each day and this work he must do. The result is that the boys soon learn to get their work done amid considerable confusion, which in itself isn't a bad lesson to learn. There is hardly any place in real life, excepting at funerals, where people walk on tiptoes and one can hear the clock tick. The notion that we must have absolute quiet in order to be able to concentrate our minds, is a relic of a past age. Real life is busy and bustling, and fortunate is he who can go about his own work and be so absorbed in it that he can whistle a merry tune and be heard above the noise of his fellows. That is just what the boy in our story was doing, and for that he was rebuked. What we teachers need to do is to drop the flimsy mask of false dignity and regard the boy as a boy and not as an automaton. We need to realize that growth of mind comes through wholesome expression and not through repression, and that wide latitude should be given each child in the kind of emotion he may express. We need to remember that a child cannot really be happy unless he is expressing his happiness in some emotional form. To inhibit the expression is to destroy the emotion in the child, and this is an educational sin.
Of course it takes a stronger teacher to manage a group of children where this wider freedom is given. Any policeman can control a large group of people without disorder, but he cannot arouse their interest and lead them into new fields of mental activity. The teacher needs a broadening of his educational vision, so that he can discern wholesome motives in the conduct of his pupils and so direct them that these motives shall be dominant.
He needs the power to use school facilities as means in dealing with his children. To-day he may think best to ignore the regular school program altogether. 
